2020 Governor’s Awards for Excellence in Science
Nomination Form
Nominee Information:
Name:
College/Department:
Faculty Rank:

MUSC Start Date:

Telephone:

Email:

Nominated for (check one):
Collaborative (team) efforts are strongly considered in each category.
¨ Excellence in Scientific Research (ESR)
¨ Excellence in Scientific Awareness (ESA)
¨ Young Researcher Award for Excellence in Scientific Research (YESR)
¨ Award for Excellence in Science at a Predominantly Undergraduate Institution (PUI)

Additional Team Members, if this nomination is for a team:
Name:
College/Department:
Faculty Rank:

MUSC Start Date:

Telephone:

Email:

Additional Team Members, if this nomination is for a team:
Name:
College/Department:
Faculty Rank:

MUSC Start Date:

Telephone:

Email:

Additional Team Members, if this nomination is for a team:
Name:
College/Department:
Faculty Rank:

MUSC Start Date:

Telephone:

Email:

Nominator Information:
Name:
College/Department:
Telephone:

Email:

Relationship to the Nominee
Submit all nomination materials no later than 5PM on November 18, 2019 to Wanda Hutto Pierce –
piercewh@musc.edu.

2020 Governor’s Awards for Excellence in Science
Nomination Guidelines
The South Carolina Academy of Science (SCAS) recently released a call for nominations for the 2020
Governor’s Awards for Excellence in Science. Established in 1985, the Governor's Awards for Excellence in
Science, administered by SCAS, are among the highest science honors in our state. The Governor's Awards
for Science program was developed to honor an individual or team within the state whose achievements
and contributions to science in South Carolina merit special recognition and to promote wider awareness of
the quality and extent of scientific activity in South Carolina.
The Office of the Vice President for Research (VPR office) is pleased to accept nominations on behalf of any
MUSC faculty from any MUSC college. To streamline the nomination process and help ensure that MUSC's
distinguished scientists have the best possible chance at receiving this honor, each year the VPR office
coordinates an internal selection process for the awards, before passing the final nominations for
consideration to SCAS.

Criteria
The Governor’s Awards for Excellence in Science honor specifically an individual or team within the state
whose achievements and contributions to science in South Carolina merit special recognition and promote
wider awareness of the quality and extent of scientific activity in South Carolina. Candidates must currently
be working in South Carolina or must have conducted a substantial portion of their work within the State.
The award may be given to an individual or a team. Nominations for collaborative work are encouraged for
each award. Past recipients can be found at http://www.scacademysci.org. There are four available awards:

Excellence in Scientific Research (ESR)
The award is made to a scientist whose contributions to scientific discovery merit special recognition
and have impacted the respective discipline on a national and international basis.

Young Scientist Award for Excellence in Scientific Research (YESR)
This award is directed to a gifted young researcher (only those individuals who have completed no
more than 12 years beyond the Ph.D.) who has demonstrated the potential for major contributions to
his or her discipline.

Excellence in Scientific Awareness (ESA)
The award is presented to a candidate whose achievements have had significant impact on science
education in South Carolina, have promoted wider awareness of science, and are of such high quality
that they merit special recognition. These achievements may be in the realm of formal education
activities or service to science through non-formal education in the various media. They should impact
science education or science awareness on a regional and national basis as well as South Carolina.

Excellence in Scientific Research at a Predominantly Undergraduate Institution (PUI)
The award recognizes an individual whose achievements and contributions to science over at least a 10year period at a predominately undergraduate South Carolina university or college merit special
recognition.

Collaborative (team) Awards are encouraged and are eligible in each category. For a team award,
there should be clear evidence of collaboration between members directed toward a common scientific
goal (e.g. via jointly authored publications and multi-investigator grant awards), and letters of support
should emphasize the contributions of the team more so than its individuals. In the case of a team
award, the honorarium will be distributed equally.

Nomination Procedures
Faculty and administration are invited to submit nominations no later than 5 p.m. on November 18, 2019.
The VPR office will coordinate the internal selections and submit the best candidates for each of the
awards. No more than six typed pages are to be used for nomination items 2-4, below:
1. Nomination Letter no more than 1.5 pages.
2. Case Statement. The case statement summarizing the achievements on which the nomination is
based, specifying the significance of particular contributions to the field of science and to South
Carolina. If the nomination is made for the award for Scientific Awareness, be sure to emphasize the
candidate’s contribution to all educational aspects of science in South Carolina. Recommend no
more than 2 pages.
3. Biographical Sketch. A Biographical Sketch of the nominee, including positions held, grants, honors
and awards received. Recommend no more than 2 pages.
4. Significant Publications and Patent List. A list of the nominee's most significant publications or
patents. Recommend no more than 2 pages.
5. Supporting References. You may have at least two but no more than four professional colleagues
provide letters of recommendation in support of the nomination. At least two of the letters should
be from individuals outside the nominee’s institution or company.
a. New requirement: please include the email address for your references.
b. Letters of recommendation should be solicited by the person making the nomination and
included in the packet.
6. Supporting exhibits (such as full-size CV, copies of relevant publications, books, or other material)
may also be submitted electronically.

Submission Process
To be considered in the internal selection, nominators should submit the all materials in order as a single
PDF on behalf of the nominee. Submit all nomination materials no later than 5 p.m. on November 18,
2019 to Wanda Hutto Pierce – piercewh@musc.edu.

PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDAR!
Winners will need to be present at the SC Academy of Science Annual Meeting
at Francis Marion University in Florence, SC on March 28, 2020.

